
February 18, 2021 

 

The Honorable Patty Murray  

Chairwoman 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Richard Burr 

Ranking Member 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 

Chairman 

Committee on Finance 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Mike Crapo 

Ranking Member 

Committee on Finance 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senators, 

As organizations committed to the protection of unborn children and their mothers from abortion and 

representing millions of pro-life Americans, we write to you in opposition to the nomination of Xavier 

Becerra to be Secretary of Health and Human Services. Mr. Becerra is an enemy to every pro-life policy 

and law and has demonstrated complete disregard for the religious and moral convictions of those 

opposed to the brutal act of abortion. His radical record in public office as California’s Attorney General 
and member of Congress leads our organizations to ask you to reject Mr. Becerra’s nomination. 

As Attorney General, Mr. Becerra went out of his way to attack pro-life policies and conscience 

protections. He led the charge against the Title X Protect Life Rule which, under the prior administration, 

successfully defunded Planned Parenthood of $60 million.1 Despite the Supreme Court already siding 

with the Little Sisters of the Poor in an earlier case, Mr. Becerra took the nuns and similar groups to court 

to force them to violate their consciences.2 However, perhaps most ironically, Mr. Becerra has argued in 

opposition to following an existing Federal law against forcing healthcare entities to provide, pay for, 

provide coverage of, or refer for abortion (the longstanding Weldon Amendment) calling the enforcement 

of such provisions “illegal”.3 Notably, if confirmed Mr. Becerra would be responsible for overseeing the 

Title X program, establishing the federal preventive service mandates that infringed on the conscience 

rights of the Little Sisters of the Poor, and enforcing the Weldon Amendment.4 

We are also concerned about Mr. Becerra’s abuse of his statewide office to target pro-life health centers 

and journalists. Taking pregnancy centers to court to enforce California’s so-called Reproductive FACT 

Act, Mr. Becerra futilely sought to force government-compelled speech on pro-life individuals who 

 

1 Mr. Becerra lost in the 9th Circuit in February 2020. A request to review this decision was denied in May 2020. The 
Title X policy was allowed to resume March 4, 2020. See California v. Azar. 
2 The Little Sisters of the Poor won at the Supreme Court on July 8, 2020 in a similar case. Mr. Becerra’s case 
against the Little Sisters has been sent back to the 9th Circuit to be decided in light of this decision. See Little Sisters 

of the Poor v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
3 https://khn.org/morning-breakout/california-defends-authority-to-require-insurers-to-cover-abortion-as-protecting-
womens-rights/ 
4 Mr. Becerra’s refusal to enforce the Weldon Amendment led to a loss of $200 million in Medicaid funding for 
California, HHS OCR Press Release 12/16/20 

https://khn.org/morning-breakout/california-defends-authority-to-require-insurers-to-cover-abortion-as-protecting-womens-rights/
https://khn.org/morning-breakout/california-defends-authority-to-require-insurers-to-cover-abortion-as-protecting-womens-rights/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/12/16/hhs-disallow-200m-california-medicaid-funds-due-unlawful-abortion-insurance-mandate.html


refused to direct women to abortion centers.5 Furthermore, he sought to intimidate and prosecute 

investigative journalists David Daleiden and Sandra Merritt after their reporting uncovered the unethical 

and likely illegal sale of aborted baby body parts by Planned Parenthood. Mr. Becerra sought 15 felony 

charges for recording 14 videos against these journalists, a move that the Los Angeles Times Editorial 

Board called “a disturbing overreach”.6 

More recently, Mr. Becerra’s actions to exploit the COVID-19 pandemic to expand abortion demonstrate 

that he will not let a crisis go to waste. As most Americans sought to direct resources to essential health 

services, Mr. Becerra led a letter of pro-abortion state Attorneys General who sought to use the public 

health emergency to lift federal restrictions on chemical abortion under the FDA Risk Evaluation and 

Mitigation Strategy (REMS) protocol. Such a change to the REMS would lead to mail order abortion 

without physician oversight, a situation which could have dire consequences for women and girls. 

Additionally, Mr. Becerra led another letter of pro-abortion Attorneys General calling for the 

administration to fund research involving fetal tissue claiming that “no alternatives to human fetal tissue... 

have been shown to be as powerful conducting these important studies”.7 Neither of the leading COVID-

19 vaccines, developed by Pfizer and Moderna, used human fetal tissue in their production, demonstrating 

that this view is out of step with current science. 

These radical views are not new for Mr. Becerra, whose pro-abortion track record extends back to his 

earliest years in public office. While a member of Congress, he voted against pro-life priorities such as 

the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, and 

the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act. Becerra even voted against commonsense legislation to 

prohibit partial birth abortion8 and the Unborn Victims of Violence Act which made it a crime to harm or 

kill an unborn child during the commission of a violent crime – 38 states including California currently 

have similar protections. 9 

Mr. Becerra’s confirmation would be divisive and a step in the wrong direction. We understand that the 

president needs to assemble a cabinet; however, Mr. Becerra has proven himself to be an enemy of the 

health of women and the unborn. He cannot be entrusted with our national health programs and policies 

and is not qualified to serve as Secretary of Health and Human Services.  

For these reasons, we ask you to reject his nomination. 

For Life, 

Marjorie Dannenfelser 
President 
Susan B. Anthony List 
 
 
Tom McClusky 
President 
March for Life Action 

 

5 Mr. Becerra lost at the Supreme Court, which found the law to be likely unconstitutional. See NIFLA v. Becerra. 
6 https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-planned-parenthood-charges-20170330-story.html  
7 https://www.oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/Multi-
State%20Letter%20re%20Fetal%20Tissue%20Ban.pdf  
8 https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2003530  
9 https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/fetal-homicide-state-laws.aspx  

Thomas Glessner, J.D. 
President 
National Institute of Family  
and Life Advocates (NIFLA) 
 
Carol Tobias 
President 
National Right to Life Committee 
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https://www.oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/Multi-State%20Letter%20re%20Fetal%20Tissue%20Ban.pdf
https://www.oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/Multi-State%20Letter%20re%20Fetal%20Tissue%20Ban.pdf
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2003530
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/fetal-homicide-state-laws.aspx


Kristan Hawkins 
President 
Students for Life Action 
 
Catherine Glenn Foster 
President & CEO 
Americans United for Life 
 
Penny Young Nance 
President & CEO 
Concerned Women for America LAC 
 
Donna J. Harrison M.D. 
Executive Director 
American Association of Pro-Life  
Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
 
Fr. Frank Pavone 
National Director 
Priests for Life 
 
Jor-El Godsey 
President 
Heartbeat International 
 
Andrew M. Bath 
Executive Vice President  
& General Counsel 
Thomas More Society 
 
Garrett Bess 
Vice President of Government Relations  
and Communications 
Heritage Action for America 
 
David Daleiden 
Project Lead 
The Center for Medical Progress 
 
Jordan Sekulow 
Executive Director 
American Center for Law and Justice 
 
Terry Schilling 
Executive Director 
American Principles Project 
 
Bradley Mattes 
President 
Life Issues Institute 
 

Lila Rose 
Founder & President 
Live Action 
 
Abby Johnson 
Founder & CEO 
And Then There Were None 
 
Ryan T. Anderson, Ph.D. 
President 
Ethics and Public Policy Center 
 
Russell Moore 
President 
Southern Baptist Ethics &  
Religious Liberty Commission 
 
Craig DeRoche 
President & CEO 
Family Policy Alliance 
 
Roland C. Warren 
President & CEO 
Care Net 
 
Anne O'Connor 
Vice President of Legal Affairs 
National Institute of Family  
and Life Advocates (NIFLA) 
 
Travis Weber 
Vice President for Policy and  
Government Affairs 
Family Research Council 
 
Michelle Cretella, M.D. 
Executive Director 
American College of Pediatricians 
 
Brian Burch 
President 
Catholic Vote 
 
Colleen Holcomb 
President 
Eagle Forum 
 
Jonathan Keller 
President & CEO 
California Family Council 



Steven Ertelt 
Editor 
LifeNews.com 
 
Michael Gonidakis 
President 
Ohio Right to Life 
 
Samuel H. Lee 
Director 
Campaign Life Missouri 
 
Gene Mills 
President 
Louisiana Family Forum 
 
Janet Morana 
Co-Founder 
Silent No More 
 
Eric J. Scheidler 
Executive Director 
Pro-Life Action League 
 
Cathie Humbarger 
CEO 
Reprotection, Inc. 
 
Zach Rodgers 
Executive Director 
Right to Life of Northeast Indiana 
 
Joe Langfeld 
Executive Director 
Human Life Alliance 
 
Esther Ripplinger 
Executive Director 
Human Life of Washington 
 
Deborah Tilden 
Co-Founder 
S.M.A.R.T. Women's Healthcare 
 
Peggy Nienaber 
Vice President 
Faith & Liberty 
 
Gregory Cox 
Lead Missionary 
National Pro-Life Center on Capitol Hill 

Alexandra Snyder, Esq. 
CEO 
Life Legal Defense Foundation 
 
Lois Anderson 
Executive Director 
Oregon Right to Life 
 
John Stemberger 
President & General Counsel 
Florida Family Policy Council 
 
John Helmberger 
Chief Executive Officer 
Minnesota Family Council 
 
Bob Vander Plaats 
President 
The FAMiLY Leader 
 
Tami Fitzgerald 
Executive Director 
NC Values Coalition 
 
Joshua Edmonds 
Executive Director 
Georgia Life Alliance Committee 
 
Monica Migliorino Miller, Ph.D. 
Director 
Citizens for a Pro-Life Society 
 
Dale A. Bartscher 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Right to Life 
 
Larry Cirignano 
DC Representative 
Children First Foundation 
 
Eva Andrade 
President 
Hawaii Family Forum 
 
Mike Fichter 
President & CEO 
Indiana Right to Life 
 
Julaine K. Appling 
President 
Wisconsin Family Action 



Andrew Shirvell, JD 
Founder & Executive Director 
Florida Voice for the Unborn 
 
Amber Haskew 
Director of Public Policy 
Liberty Counsel Action 
 
Rabbi Yaakov Menken 
Managing Director 
Coalition for Jewish Values 
 
Bryan Kemper 
President 
Stand True - Youth Pro-life Outreach  
of Priests for Life 
 
 
 

Shawn Hyland 
Executive Director 
Family Policy Alliance of New Jersey 
 
Cheryl Sullenger 
Senior Vice President 
Operation Rescue 
 
Honorable Joel Grewe 
Executive Director 
Generation Joshua 
 
Mike Rouse 
President 
The American Association  
of Christian Schools 
 
Marc Tuttle 
President 
Right to Life of Indianapolis

 
 
 
 


