
May 1, 2018 

 

Hon. Alex M. Azar II 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

 

Dear Secretary Azar, 

For far too long the Title X Family Planning Program has been integrated with abortion 

centers.  It is time to act swiftly to disentangle abortion centers from the Title X network.  Doing 

so would be consistent with the President’s pledgei and subsequent actions to defund Planned 

Parenthood and reallocate funding to alternative providers.   

Reinstating President Ronald Reagan’s Title X regulations is sorely needed to bring the 

program into clear alignment with the statutory requirement stating, “None of the funds 

appropriated under this title shall be used in programs where abortion is a method of family 

planning.” Abortion is not family planning and the law recognizes that.  

The Reagan regulations complied with this requirement by directing taxpayer funds to 

Title X locations that did not perform or refer for abortion. This action does not ban abortion or 

abortion referral in the private sector.  It only governs the types of centers that the federal 

government chooses to fund using taxpayer dollars. Federally funded family planning centers 

should not refer for abortion or be co-located with abortion clinics. These regulations were 

upheld by the Supreme Court in 1991 in Rust v. Sullivan (500 U.S. 173).  

The result of this policy is simply to separate the Title X network of family planning 

providers from abortionists like Planned Parenthood – the nation’s largest abortion chain.  A 

GAO reportii issued earlier this year showed that Title X is currently Planned Parenthood’s 

second largest funding stream, generating $50-$60 million for the abortion giant. By shifting 

funding to clinic sites that do not perform or refer for abortion, you will send a strong message 

that abortion is not family planning consistent with the law creating the program.   

In the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018iii, Congress provided $286 million for 

the Title X program.  It is time to reinstate common-sense pro-life safeguards before the end of 

the fiscal year when the Congress and the President will face another funding deadline.    

Sincerely, 

 

Marjorie Dannenfelser 

President 

Susan B. Anthony List 

 

Tony Perkins 

President 

Family Research Council 
 

                                                           
i https://www.sba-list.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Trump-Letter-on-ProLife-Coalition.pdf 
ii https://lozierinstitute.org/fact-sheet-government-funding-of-international-abortion-organizations-2013-2015/ 
iii https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr1625/BILLS-115hr1625enr.pdf 

https://www.sba-list.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Trump-Letter-on-ProLife-Coalition.pdf
https://lozierinstitute.org/fact-sheet-government-funding-of-international-abortion-organizations-2013-2015/
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr1625/BILLS-115hr1625enr.pdf


Carol Tobias 

President 

National Right to Life 

 

Russell Moore 

President 

Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty 

Commission 

 

Kristan Hawkins 

President 

Students for Life of America 

 

Penny Young Nance 

CEO & President 

Concerned Women for America Legislative 

Action Committee  

 

Lila Rose 

President 

Live Action  

 

Eunie Smith 

President 

Eagle Forum 

 

David Stevens, MD, MA (Ethics) 

CEO 

Christian Medical Association 

 

Maureen Ferguson 

Senior Policy Advisor 

The Catholic Association 

 

Brad Mattes 

President 

Life Issues Institute 

 

Fr. Frank Pavone 

National Director 

Priests for Life 

 

Kelsey Hazzard 

President 

Secular Pro-Life 

 

Mat Staver  

Liberty Counsel  

Founder and Chairman 

 

Donna J. Harrison M.D.    

Executive Director 

American Association of Pro-Life 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

 

Eric J. Scheidler 

Executive Director 

Pro-Life Action League 

 

Samuel B. Casey 

Managing Director  

& General Counsel 

Law of Life Project 

 

Steven Ertelt 

Editor 

LifeNews.com  

 

Beverly Cielnicky 

President 

Crusade for Life, Inc 

 

Ryan Bomberger 

Co-founder 

RadianceFoundation.org 

 

Denise F. Cocciolone 

President 

National Life Center, Inc. 

 

Jeanne Mancini 

President 

March for Life 

 

Catherine Glenn Foster 

President & CEO 

Americans United for Life 

 

Brian Gibson 

Executive Director 

Pro-Life Action Ministries 

 

 



Austin Ruse  

President 

C-Fam 

 

Larry Cirignano 

DC Representative 

Children First Foundation 

 

Tim Chapman 

Chief Operating Officer 

Heritage Action 

 

Brian Fisher 

President 

Human Coalition 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Rex 

President 

The Children First Foundation 

 

Cheryl Sullenger 

Senior Vice President 

Operation Rescue 

 

Bryan Kemper 

President  

Priests for Life 

 

Joe Langfeld 

Executive Director 

Human Life Alliance 

 

Ralph Reed 

Chairman 

Faith & Freedom Coalition 

 

Day Gardner 

President 

National Black Pro-Life Union 

 

Shawn Carney 

President & CEO 

40 Days for Life 

 

Jim Backlin 

Vice President of Legislative Affairs 

Christian Coalition of America 

 

 

Dorothy Wallis  

President & CEO  

Caring to Love Ministries 

 

Roland C. Warren 

President & CEO 

Care Net  

 

James Nolan, Esq. 

President 

Crossroads Pro-Life 

 

Marie Bowen 

Executive Director 

Presbyterians Protecting Life 

 

Georgette Forney 

President 

Anglicans for Life 

 

Paul Weber 

President & CEO 

Family Policy Alliance 

 

Walter B. Hoye II 

CEO 

Issues4Life Foundation 

 

Jonathan Imbody 

Director 

Freedom2Care 

 

Zina Hackworth,  

Director 

More Rebellious Members 

 

Colby M. May 

Director & Senior Counsel 

American Center for Law and Justice 

 

Catherine Davis 

President 

The Restoration Project 

 

Rev. Terry Gensemer 

Director 

Charismatic Episcopal Church for Life 

 

 



Tom Strobhar 

Chairman 

Life Decisions International 

 

Lauren Muzyka 

Executive Director 

Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

 

Tom Brejcha 

President and Chief Counsel 

Thomas More Society 

 
Fr. Shenan J.Boquet 

President 

Human Life International 

 

Judie Brown 

President 

American Life League 

 

Jim Sedlak 

Founder 

STOPP International 

 

Dan Zeidler 

President 

Family Life Council, Inc. 

 

Rev. James R. Harden, M.Div 

President & CEO 

CompassCare Pregnancy Services 

 

Susan Yoshihara, Ph.D. 

Director 

International Organizations Research Group  

 

Jonathan Alexandre 

Director of Public Policy 

Liberty Counsel Action  

 

Alexandra Snyder 

Executive Director 

Life Legal Defense Foundation 

 

Janet Morana 

Co-Founder 

Silent No More Awareness Campaign 

 
 

Allan E. Parker  

President 

The Justice Foundation  

 

Cynthia Collins 

Global Advisor 

Operation Outcry 
 

Cole Muzio 

President & Executive Director 

Family Policy Alliance of Georgia 

 

Eva Andrade 

President 

Hawaii Family Forum 

 

Brittany Jones 

Policy Director 

Family Policy Alliance of Idaho 

 

Curt Smith 

President 

Indiana Family Institute 

 

Cathie Humbarger 

Allen County Right to Life  

Executive Director 

 

Mike Fichter 

President and CEO 

Indiana Right to Life 

 

Bob Vander Plaats 

President & CEO 

The FAMiLY LEADER 

 

Scott Valencia 

Executive Director 

Natural Journey Alliance 

 

Eric Teetsel 

President & Executive Director 

Family Policy Alliance of Kansas 

 

Kent Ostrander 

Executive Director 

The Family Foundation 

 

 



Carroll Conley 

Executive Director 

Christian Civic League of Maine 

 

John Helmberger 

Chief Executive Officer  

Minnesota Family Council 

 

Joe Ortwerth 

Executive Director 

Missouri Family Policy Council 

 

Jeff Laszloffy 

President 
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Family Policy Alliance of New Mexico 
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President 
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Mark Jorritsma 

President & Executive Director 

Family Policy Alliance of North Dakota 

 

Aaron Baer 

President 

Citizens for Community Values 

 

Michael Geer 

President 

Pennsylvania Family Council 

 

David Fowler 

President 

Family Action of Tennessee, Inc. 
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President  

Texas Values 
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President 

The Family Policy Council of West Virginia 
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President 

Wisconsin Family Action 

 

 

 


